In South Africa, the race-class debate had dominated thinking in the social sciences for most of a century. Since the 1990s, the collusion of gender with other categories in the South African postcolonial context has been problematised. Manicom 1 argued for a theoretical shift to a poststructuralist focus away from the TXHVWLRQV RI µZKR UXOHV DQG ZK\ ¶ RI WKH UDFH-class debate to questioning modes of political subjection, in particular through normative gender meanings. Drawing on /DFODX DQG 0RXIIH ¶V GLVFRXUVH WKHRU\ 2 this chapter explores (dis)continuities in identifications in postapartheid South Africa. The focus is on the extent to which the expanded postapartheid democratic space has allowed for the emergence of a new imaginary for the production of subjectivities beyond the normative Afrikaner nationalist volksmoeder (mother of the nation) ideal. The volksmoeder signifier served as a QRGDO SRLQW SULYLOHJHG VLJQLILHU IRU WKH SURGXFWLRQ RI DQ µ$IULNDQHU IHPLQLQLW\ ¶ IURP WKH ULVH RI $IULNDQHU QDWLRQDOLVP V-1940s) and throughout official apartheid , reinforced by the idealised constructions of middleclass respectability DQG DQ HWKQLFLVHG µUDFLDO SXULW\ ¶ 3 The chapter shows that elements of the volksmoeder have been re-sutured by globalised discourses of the post-feminist, neo-liberal subject. 4 Traces of volksmoeder femininity persist in the efforts at the rehabilitation of an ethnicised whiteness in relation to hegemonic whiteness. In South Africa, the race-class debate had dominated thinking in the social sciences for most of a century. From the 1970s, the revisionist or neo-Marxist position replaced the previously prevalent liberal-pluralist interpretations of race domination with class domination. The discord over whether race or class should enjoy precedence in analysis continues in postapartheid South Africa 8 as it determines the course of policy and activism.
%H\RQG µRace or CODVV ¶
,Q YDULRXV IRUPV RI VRFLRORJLFDO DQDO\VLV WKH KROG RI WKH µJreat collective social LGHQWLWLHV ¶ RI QDWLRQ UDFH DQG JHQGHU KDV VOLSSHG WKHLU LPSUHVVLRQ RI KRPRJHQHLW\ faltering 6 DV µQHZ VXEMHFWV QHZ JHQGHUV QHZ HWKQLFLWLHV QHZ UHJLRQV QHZ communities, hitherto excluded from the major forms of cultural representDWLRQ « WKURXJK VWUXJJOH « speak for themselves for the very first time. ¶ 7 In South Africa, the race-class debate had dominated thinking in the social sciences for most of a century. From the 1970s, the revisionist or neo-Marxist position replaced the previously prevalent liberal-pluralist interpretations of race domination with class domination. The discord over whether race or class should enjoy precedence in analysis continues in postapartheid South Africa 8 as it determines the course of policy and activism. Similarly, analysing the discursive construction of identities exposes the relationship between apartheid and capitalism to be contingent rather than necessary while showing how apartheid shaped all social relations.
17
The radical dislocation of apartheid identity is understood utilising Laclau and 0RXIIH ¶V GLVFRXUVH WKeory. 18 The crisis in apartheid in the 1980s came about as a UHVXOW RI WKH µKRUURU RI LQGHWHUPLQDWLRQ ¶ ZKLFK LV µD VLWXDWLRQ LQ ZKLFK WKH dominant discourse is unable to determine the lines of exclusion and inclusion according to which the identity of the VRFLDO LV FRQVWUXFWHG ¶ 19 The indeterminacy and ungovernability of the social had become the dominant form of sociability. 23 It retained its purchase, albeit in varying forms, during official apartheid . 24 The chapter attempts to shed light on the ways in which democratic discourses of constitutionalism and human rights have succeeded in interpellating individuals into revisions of volksmoeder femininity. What are the UHDUWLFXODWLRQV RI $IULNDQHU IHPLQLQLW\ LQ D GLVFXUVLYH ILHOG LQ ZKLFK µGHPRFUDF\ ¶ µZRPDQ ¶ DQG µZKLWH ¶ KDYH EHHQ GLVORGJHG DQG UHQGHUHG IORDWLQJ VLJQLILHUV"
